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Introduction 
Ladybirds Pre-School was originally established 

as a committee run pre-school.  In April 2014, 

the Pre-School was taken over by Barwick and 

Stoford Community Primary School and 

relocated onto the school site in September 

2015.  Ladybirds Pre-School is able to take 15 

children per session in its purpose built building within the 

school. The Governors of Barwick & Stoford School oversee 

Ladybirds Pre-School.  

Ladybirds accept children from the age of 2 years - 4 years 11 

months. 

Staff 

Manager - Claire Mitchell 

Deputy Early Years Practitioner - Laura McClurg 

Early Years Practitioner - Lesley Fay 

 

Ethos of Ladybirds Pre-School 

 
- To provide a high quality-learning environment for 

each individual child, which is stimulating and caring 

and where children have the opportunity to learn 

through play and develop according to their individual 

needs.  

- For staff and parents/carers to work together in 

close partnership. 
- To have close links with the school. 
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Sessions and fees 

Sessions 

Our sessions are:-  

Morning session 9:00am-12noon 

Afternoon 12noon-3:00pm 

All day 9:00am-3:00pm 

 

Fees 

Ladybirds Pre-School fees are £3.50 per hour for non-funded 

children. Ladybirds Pre-School is able to take both two and 

three year old funded children. Your child is eligible for three 

year old funding, the term after they turn three.  

When your child is eligible for funding Pre-School will issue 

you with the appropriate forms for you to complete, we will 

require you to provide a copy of your child’s birth certificate 

when they first attend the setting.  

Funding is available for 38 weeks a year, as we  

follow the school term; there may not always be enough  

funding to cover the time that we are open.  If this does  

occur parents will be issued with a bill for the shortfall. 

Bills are given out at the beginning of each term to be  

paid in advance.  Please refer to our Fees Policy for full  

details.  

 

Please note that fees are still payable if your child is  

absent due to sickness or holidays. 
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Two year old funding 

Families with 2 year old children who meet the criteria below 

can apply for funding for 2 year olds. Somerset County Council 

will pay for a place for up to 570 hours over the year at a 

registered childcare provider. A maximum of 15 hours per 

week is available. Children become eligible in the funding 

period after their second birthday. 

Am I entitled? 

Families who receive any of the following are entitled to 

funding for 2 year olds:  

 Income Support (IS)   

 Employment Support Allowance (Income Related) - not 

Contribution related   

 Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) - not 

Contribution based   

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit   

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 

Act 1999   

 Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as 

assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) of less than 

£16,190    

 Working Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as 

assessed by HM Revenue and Customs) of less than 

£16,190   
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Children are entitled if any of the following apply to them: 

 Children who are 2 and receive Disability Living 

Allowance   

 Children who are 2 and have been adopted, or who 

have left care through special guardianship or child 

arrangement orders   

 Children who are 2 and have a Statement of Special 

Educational Needs/Education Health and Care Plan   

 Children who are 2 and are looked after by the local 

authority  

Please see the Manager for an application form if you meet 

the above criteria. 

Pupil premium (3 & 4 year old funded children) 

The Early Years Pupil Premium provides an extra amount of 

money to the nursery, pre-school etc. for three and four year 

old children whose parents are in receipt of certain qualifying 

benefits or who have been adopted or are in care.    

The provider can use the funding in any way they chose to 

improve the quality of the early years education that they 

provide for the children. This could include, for example, 

additional training for staff on early language, investing in 

partnership working with colleagues to further their 

expertise or supporting staff working on specialised areas 

such as speech and language.  
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- It is well documented that high quality early education 

can influence how well a child does at both primary and 

secondary school.  A pupil premium has been available 

for school age children and it has given a real boost to 

the children receiving the funding.  

How do I qualify?  

The child must attend a setting in Somerset.  

Parents/carers who receive any of the following will qualify 

for The Early Years Pupil Premium: 

 Income Support (IS)   

 Employment & Support Allowance (Income Related) - 

not Contribution related   

 Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) - not 

Contribution based   

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit.   

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 

Act 1999   

 Child Tax Credit, providing you do not also receive 

Working Tax Credit, with an annual taxable income (as 

assessed by HMRC) of less than £16,190  

 Three and four year old children that have been 

adopted, or who have left care through special 

guardianship or residence orders  

 Three and four year old children who are fostered in 

Somerset 

Please see the manager for an application form if you meet 

the above criteria. 
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EYFS overview 

As a government requirement we have to follow the Early 

Years Foundation Stage, to support and develop your children. 

 

How my child will be learning  

The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be 

learning to support their healthy development.  

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 

demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of 

learning and development.  

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. 

These are:  

 Communication and language;  

 Physical development; and  

 Personal, social and emotional development 

 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s 

healthy development and future learning.  

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop 

skills in 4 specific areas. These are:  

 

 Literacy;  

 Mathematics;  

 Understanding the world; and  

 Expressive arts and design.  
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These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and 

activities. The professionals teaching and supporting your 

child will make sure that the activities are suited to your 

child’s unique needs. This is a little bit like a curriculum in 

primary and secondary schools, but it's suitable for very 

young children, and it's designed to be really flexible so that 

staff can follow your child's unique needs and interests.  

Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being 

active, and through creative and critical thinking which takes 

place both indoors and outside. 

What to bring 

 Two changes of clothes 

 Nappies and wipes 

 Coat 

 Wellies 

 Water bottle 

 Lunch box ( if staying for lunch)  

 

 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=children's+coats&id=67B2374F2055B00E7F4675B8BA44E69C641A4945&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=children's+wellies&id=566544DF5B719E24A66EB3C92D00D3867ED22978&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pampers+nappies&id=6FFF85F36E05B0D7BF93FC60DB97EB35FBAEA8FB&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=children's+lunch+boxes&id=EB816F3800DE03D2B0F8C1F6C1BAB54C80736CA7&FORM=IQFRBA
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Routine  

 
9:00am - Arrival/Self-Registration 

 

9:15am-9:30am - Letters and sounds 

 

9:30am-11:30am - Free play 

 

10:00am-10:30am - Self-service snack 

 

10:30am-11:30am - Free flow inside and outside  

 

11:40am - Tidy up 

 

11:50am – 11:55am - Story/Rhymes 

 

12:00am - Departures/Arrivals and Lunch 

 

12:30am - Free play 

 

1:00pm-1:15pm - Letters and sounds 

 

1:15pm-2:30pm - Free flow inside and outside 

 

2:40pm - Tidy up 

 

2:50pm - Story/Rhymes 

 

3:00pm - Home time 
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As part of our daily routine we will be including a 10 minute 

maths session. The children will be grouped depending on 

ability for the particular area we are focusing on.   

 

The areas are as follows: 

 

Numbers: This area of learning looks at categorizing, counting, 

number recognition, matching numeral to quantity, more and 

less, comparing groups of objects and using marks to record 

amounts and numerals. 

 

Shape, space and measures: The area of learning looks at 

shapes in the environment, 2d and 3d shapes, measuring, size, 

routines and time, language related to money and weight and 

capacity. 

 

These areas are already planned for in the environment, and 

promoted by all staff during play.  
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Letters and sounds 
 

 

We will be following the governments letters and sounds 

programme, which will be incorporated into our daily routine. 

We will be following phase one which focuses on the following 

seven aspects. 

 Aspect 1 - General sound discrimination - 

environmental 

The aim of this aspect is to raise children's awareness of the 

sounds around them and to develop their listening skills. 

Activities suggested in the guidance include going on a 

listening walk, drumming on different items outside and 

comparing the sounds, playing a sounds lotto game and making 

shakers. 

 Aspect 2 - General sound discrimination -

instrumental sounds 

This aspect aims to develop children's awareness of sounds 

made by various instruments and noise makers. Activities 

include comparing and matching sound makers, playing 

instruments alongside a story and making loud and quiet 

sounds. 

 Aspect 3 - General sound discrimination -

body percussion 

The aim of this aspect is to develop children's awareness of 

sounds and rhythms. Activities include singing songs and action 

rhymes, listening to music and developing a sounds vocabulary. 
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 Aspect 4 - Rhythm and Rhyme  

This aspect aims to develop children's appreciation and 

experiences of rhythm and rhyme in speech. Activities include 

rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping out the syllables in 

words and odd one out. 

 Aspect 5 - Alliteration 

The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities 

including I-Spy type games and matching objects which begin 

with the same sound. 

 Aspect 6 - Voice sounds 

The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and 

to begin oral blending and segmenting. Activities include Metal 

Mike, where children feed pictures of objects into a toy 

robot's mouth and the teacher sounds out the name of the 

object in a robot voice - /c/-/u/-/p/ cup, with the children 

joining in. 

 Aspect 7 - Oral blending and segmenting 

In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and 

segmenting skills. 

To practise oral blending, the teacher could say some sounds, 

such as /c/-/u/-/p/ and see whether the children can pick out 

a cup from a group of objects. For segmenting practise, the 

teacher could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the 

children which sounds they can hear in the word sock. 
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The activities introduced in Phase 1 are intended to continue 

throughout the following phases, as lots of practice is needed 

before children will become confident in their phonic 

knowledge and skills. 

We will group children according to ability in order to ensure 

they are understanding and progressing with confidence. 

Any further questions please see a member of staff. 


